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Democrats and 145 Republicans, sent a
letter to CMS outlining the flaws and
abuses in the program, requesting that
the agency delay further implementa-
tion until such issues are fully ad-
dressed and fixed.

Despite the growing number of re-
ported abuses under the program and
strong congressional concern about the
bidding design and a long overdue need
for transparency and accountability,
CMS moved forward with the program
in 91 new bidding areas on July 1, 2013,
bringing the total to 100 areas nation-
wide.

While CMS has admitted to the
abuses, the agency has failed to detail
how these failures occurred or offer a
plan for corrective action. With any
hope, the Office of Inspector General’s
efforts will shed light on how these
failures occurred and impose a new
level of transparency at the Medicare
agency, CMS, and among the agency’s
administrators. In the meantime, it
will be up to the House of Representa-
tives to take corrective action.

With this said, I respectfully request
that each of my colleagues join me in
cosponsoring H.R. 1717, Medicare DME—-
POS Market Pricing Program Act of
2013. This commonsense measure, au-
thored by my esteemed colleague from
Georgia, Dr. PRICE, will apply real mar-
ket principles to the highly flawed
competitive bidding model. Madam
Speaker, we owe as much to our con-
stituents, the taxpayers, and our Na-
tion’s Medicare beneficiaries.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 27
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Reverend Dr. Harmon E. Stockdale,
Mt. Vernon Missionary Baptist Church,
Rochester, New York, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge
You with adoration and humble grati-
tude. We pray for Your presence and
guidance over this distinguished body
before whom we stand.

We thank You for this great land in
which we live, the United States of
America. And we thank You for all who
share in making the policies, laws, and
decisions which guide and govern our
Nation.

We ask Your blessings upon all of our
elected and appointed leaders as they
lead us to face the challenges of our
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day. Grant that we, as a Nation, may
be mindful of Your providence and
Your grace as we give moral and eth-
ical leadership to the people of our
world.

May justice, equality, and compas-
sion always be the guiding principles
for our way of life; and may we never
forget that to whom much is given,
much is required.

In Your Son’s name we pray.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HIGGINS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

USE OF MILITARY FORCE IN
SYRIA

(Mr. GOSAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, this week,
all eyes will be upon us as we debate
the use of force in Syria. This decision
is not one that should be made lightly,
as ultimately there are many factors
to be weighed.

Make no mistake that what is hap-
pening in Syria is truly a human trag-
edy. That nation has been torn apart
by civil war. It is without a doubt that
Assad is not a friend or ally of ours.
But things are very complicated. A
large number of those who oppose the
Assad regime are affiliated with al
Qaeda. In the case of Syria, Assad, and
the rebels, it cannot be said that the
enemy of my enemy is my friend. In
this dangerous civil war, the enemy of
our enemy is still and will always be
our enemy.

It is this dynamic which has led to
the overwhelming response of people
throughout my district and our Nation
to say without an imminent threat to
national security, without a plan,
without a goal, without unified inter-
national support from our allies, we
must stay out of Syria.
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NATION-BUILDING AT HOME

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, the situ-
ation in Syria is that of a national
civil war. It’s a sectarian and ethnic
conflict between two warring factions.
This is not about democracy and free-
dom. There is no social contract. There
is no constitution. There is no pre-
amble. There is no unifying vision as to
what Syria wants to become. This is a
brutal battle between two bad sides for
control. Assad is a brutal dictator, for
certain; but the opposition’s best fight-
ers are al Qaeda and Islamic extremists
bent on creating an Islamic state in
Syria.

In the international community, 194
countries have said—but for Turkey
and France—yes, the United States, go
get them; just don’t ask us to partici-
pate. So the American people will find
themselves, once again, for the third
time in a decade, in a region of the
Middle East in South Asia in another
civil war, essentially alone again.

The American people want nation-
building. But they want it right here at
home, in America.

ANOTHER SOLUTION IN SYRIA

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose the President’s action
in Syria.

I just returned from the Middle East,
meeting with heads of state in Qatar,
Egypt, the United Arab Emirates, and
our ambassador to NATO. I'm firmly
convinced that any action on our part
will further destabilize Syria and cause
a collapse of the government. What
will happen then? What will happen is
that country will then fall in the hands
of Hezbollah, Hamas, al Qaeda, and the
Muslim Brotherhood.

At the end of the day, what’s impor-
tant, Mr. Speaker, is who has control
of those weapons of mass destruction.
While what Mr. Assad has done has
been barbaric and evil, we will never
forgive ourselves for the havoc that
will be played upon this world if those
weapons fall into the hands of Islamic
extremists. We need to work together
collectively to address the problem of
identifying and finding those weapons
of mass destruction and securing those
for the future.

There are many people who are living
outside of their country now as refu-
gees. There are tens of thousands of
able men who could be recruited to be
a part of that solution.

——
NATIONAL CHILDHOOD OBESITY
AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. FUDGE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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